JOSEPH FREINADEMETZ
Examplesfrom hislife asa stimulusfor our own Christian life
and for our relationship with God and with our brothersand sisters.
by: P. PietroIrsara, SVD

Joseph Freinademetz came from Oies, a tiny hantéhwmakes up part of the village of
Badia, amid the beautiful and majestic mountaimspe of the Dolomites. The house where
he was born has become a place of prayer wherepiigtims and tourists love to pause in
order to experience a moment of silence, of trditguibf peace. They lay their tensions,
worries and preoccupations before the image ofSéiat. The local people are very devoted
to "Ujop da Oies', and you are likely to find arage of the saint in almost every house of
Val Badia and South Tyrol. Every parish churchhe valley has a corner dedicated to this
great missionary. In Alto Adige there are two clinge and several chapels which bear his
name.

The figure of Joseph Freinademetz captures thatatteand arouses the curiosity of those
who visit the place. What attraction was powerfubegh to cause a young man of 27 to
leave behind his family and his beloved valley &rastel to China -- never to return?

He left the Val Badia for China in March of 187%dabecame the bridge linking his little
valley to China. A medal struck by Martin RainerSauth Tyrolese artist and sculptor,
portrays well the missionary identity of Josephifademetz. The front shows a bust of
Joseph with the inscriptiofFreinademetz Josephus SVD

With great skill Martin Rainer helps us grasp ttssemtial character and missionary life of
our saint. Freinademetz is shown very realisticéliypugh in the style of modem art. He is
immediately recognizable as the person we know fthenmany photographs - an adult,
mature, lean of face, worn out by the toils anddbhips that brought with them so many
sacrifices, renunciations and deprivations. He eanng a Chinese robe, readily identifiable
as a Chinese among the Chinese. Later he would"Bggynow | am more Chinese than
Tyrolese. and 1 want to remain Chinese even in efe&V

His feelings of love and his dedication to thost&ested to his care helped him to discover
and admire the treasures of Chinese culture. Tétsem for the Chinese people finds no
better expression than in his wortisven in heaven | want to remain Chinese "

In his hands Joseph is carrying an enormous bodkencenter of which a large cross is
engraved. The fingers of his right hand eloqueptint to the book which contains the Word
of God - come to us in the person of Jesus. Chvigtom Joseph announces and proclaims.

The words of the book of Lamentatioti¥he babes cry for food, but there is no one te giiv

to them "(Lam 4,4) signify the hunger for truth and for Gafdso many pagans immersed in
their darkness. These words deeply touched thé bedoseph Freinademetz who already as
a student believed that he saw in these "babeg)aban babies of China. He felt himself
driven to carry the bread of the Word of God topleer pagans and used to sayho could

be poorer than these poor unfortunate pagans whaatknow their Creator and who have
no hope of eternal life? So let's help them witloat strength and we won't lose a thing”
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The reverse of the medal shows Joseph standinghiprn a boat at sea. On the left is a
shoreline with the parish church of Badia and tlearyof his birth - 1852. Joseph was
baptized in the church in Badia and celebrateditssMass there. It was from there that he
said his final goodbye to his loved ones. On tightrive see another shore with a Chinese
pagoda and the year of his death - 1908. The sainte again dressed as a Chinese - is
carrying in his hand a large cross on which casdan the symbol of the Trinity: the triangle
with the eye of God in the center. God never lgghtsof His missionary on his voyage to
China and in China. Three years after his arrimaChina he wrote to his dear friend and
benefactor, Franz ThaletWell now, dear friend, the good God has finallg e to the
place where 1 so wanted to be, that is, where llaalone in the midst of the pagans. From
now on my life will be one of trekking from onegeldo another in an attempt to win over as
many souls as possible. What a wonderful destimgd &od chose to call me to this life
without the least merit on my part. | regret nothirexcept perhaps this, that | am not the
good missionary that | should be. But God is usedaving mercy on our frailty, so | don't
lose courage and | try to do what | can. The rds@e to the Lord®

Only with the guidance and the strength of the Heyrit was Joseph able to be so fruitful.
At the right of the triangle there is a hand - tlaand of God the Father - as if God himself is
pointing out the path to His missionary. The hah&od was always upon him, and Joseph
often experienced tHeich blessings'which the good God frequently gave him.

Joseph - on the high seas - is carrying the Cnassa his native valley to China, from a
Christian land to a pagan one, from one continer@nother. The Cross in his hands is very
large and is intended by the artist as the sigh@inconceivable love of God. To accept the
Cross of Christ means to accept the love of Godtalso means accepting suffering in my
own life so that | can become the bridge to a mdifie in eternity. Freinademetz often spoke
about the “blessing of the Cross'. He carries tlussC but at the same time he takes shelter
under the Cross as an instrument of protection.fildgle boat on which he finds himself - at
the mercy of the waves - alludes to the precariessof a missionary's life and reminds us
that the missionary has stepped from solid groonant unsteady world, to a world in crisis,
where only his faith can sustain and comfort him.

Joseph carried the gospel of the Cross from onéineom to another, from one culture to
another. He was possessed of an unflappable dgrtatmat God had made Himself known in
Jesus Christ and that Christ must therefore bewarem and proclaimed to the whole world,
since only in Him is salvation and eternal lifebfound.

His goodbyes to his family, to his beloved valleydao his friends cost him a lot of tears
since he knew from the start that his departurentngaodbye forever. Even at sea, bound for
China, he couldn't hide his homesickness at halgfichis valley for good. He wrote to his

parents!'l would gladly spend a fortune if only | couldarflash fly across the immense seas,
the countries and mountains that now separate o frou, my dear father and mother, and

appear at least for a few hours with you in youwirig room " *

At Hongkong he can no longer find his beautiful \B#ldia and his parents' house at Oies.
Father, mother, brothers, sisters and so many fja@uls are now far away on the other side
of the sea. But he consoles himself that he dginto Chind'on a whim or to get rich with
silver or gold, but to win souls, bought with thesinprecious Blood of a God*
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He had already prepared himself for this new rgdléfore leaving for China. He knew full
well that he was going to have to face up to dittianoments in a foreign land, without
knowing the language, far from parents and frielaasl where he was going to feel obliged
to start from zero. He wrote in this vein to hisoddriend before his departure from Steyl:
"Dear friend, sometimes it's really tough to liae Bway from all those whom my heart has
loved, leaving behind my homeland full of friendsl daappiness to go in search of another
homeland where I'll have to begin from scratch atiywill, like a little child who is just
beginning to live, to learn new and quite difficldihnguages, to laboriously get to know
people with completely different interests and @ust - in a word, poor pagans, who hate no
one in this world more than they hate the missign&ven though he has left his parents,
friends and homeland for no other reason than dubwee for them, the only thing that they
call him is 'European devil! It's difficult to begsuch a life, after having been so happy
among you Ladinos. And | can tell you straight that | would never have done it for the
whole world or for a million worlds never! But ftne sake of the good God above | feel very
content and very happy to be able to do so, and &veshould be headed straight for a
thousand deaths, | know that His grace will nee¢mhe down.”

That long voyage, from his Val Badia to China, dguaily led him to undergo a profound
transformation in order to make the love of God.réaseph is aware of the many graces and
of the goodness with which the Lord has blessed korthat he feels constrained to care for
those who live ignorant and lost. They are thosdappy' countries and those peoples where
there rules only the deepest darkness of the nigitre they do not know the true religion.
Despite this, even they are “our brothers andrsistéven in his sea voyage to China he feels
compassion for the other passengers becdésy don't know anything about our holy
religion." ” He wrote:"Sometimes | am almost reduced to tears when | &dke unhappy
state they are in.? In his first letter to his parents shortly afterving landed in China, he
gives a glimpse of his deep and passionate sesms#ss for the pagans. Freinademetz
considers himself fortunate and embraces his vaatith immense gratitude to God, for
having himself receivetbur holy religion"thanks to the infinite mercy of GotDh, when |
think of these poor pagans, buried in such miséty,. when | think that if God had not been
so merciful to me, | could very well be one of thiestead of being a missionary sent to them,
The thought is enough to bring tears to my eys."

Moved by this infinite love, he spends himself, rapg no pains for the salvation of the
people that God has entrusted to him, and he detesmvhat will be the plan for his liféto
work for the glory of God and the salvation of gh@®or pagans, and them to join all of you
(parents, brothers and sisters) in heaven to pra@m for ever."'® He feels anguish at
seeing so many souls who are lost, so many souistld every aid, without faith in God,
without any hope for eternity. (He also is occaalbnseized with the fear that one of his
dear ones might be lostlf | am given the grace to be able to accomplismething for the
Sacred Heart of Jesus and for the salvation of ploisr people, then | cannot possibly desire
any other state in the world than to be a missigriarChina. "**!

This desire to work for the Kingdom of God growssteh an extent that he can say that he is
ready to die for the holy faitfil know very well that | am not worthy to die farrdholy faith.
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But if 1 pray very much, perhaps our good God iwilime grant me this grace, since He has
already given me so many other€."

What is most striking about the life of St. Josephs fundamental quality. His principles are
few, but they are absolutely basic. He follows béth in life without any stops along the
way. He is aimed straight for God and lives théndtnothingness. Salvation is the one great
commitment of his entire life. He lives only fordeen"...I console myself with the thought
of that great day when | will joyfully see you alice again -perhaps not at Oies - but in
heaven!"® As a result, everything on earth loses its vaheevery hardship is bearable.

We would be pridefulif we only wanted to think about being comfortainlehis world, but
the little bird flies away as soon as the cage besn finished!™ "We don't remain in this
world for very long and our whole life flits away d it were a dream. Our one big concern
is to prepare ourselves for a good eternity."

In these few simple words he seems to sum up dlisofhought. He reveals the secret of his
life. Trials don't count. The tribulations of theepent life don't count if through them it is
possible to reach heaven. They don't count if thindilnem it is possible to save even a single
soul.

Joseph and hisfamily

When he took leave of his family in March of 18#9yas for ever. He never again laid eyes
on his beloved valley and on his loved ones. Andhgeremained very close to them. He
always felt himself to be accompanied and surrodrigehis own family. His family and his
relatives, even though far away, remain for hinoarse of help and support. He is not alone
in China laboring for the Kingdom. His whole familythere with him, taking an active part
in his mission through their fond thoughts, theany prayers, the alms they collect and the
constant contact by means of letters. He wantsetohgs whole family involved in his
apostolic work and insists that they pray contityudr him and for his mission, just as he
prays for them in each and every one of his Holy#4s:"You can be certain, dear members
of my family, that | do not forget you in even @megle Holy Mass. | do have to admit,
though, that outside of the Mass | scarcely hawaament to think about you or to allow
myself to get homesick for my beautiful Val Badt4.”

His family is with him and so they need to know hthe mission is getting along, what the
difficulties are. They need to understand his stat@ind. Joseph writes to them of the things
that happen to him. He writes about his joyful matsebut he doesn't sugarcoat things and
writes in detail about the difficulties and the dars that he meets, the persecutions and the
mistreatment that he suffers. The fact that hendssionary in China is not due to any merit
of his own. It was his parents who guided him ts ttecision, so they too are going to share
in the reward"Make sure that you don't start regretting sending off to China.*’ Or: "1

ask you now, isn't the mercy of God without eridefl you that this year, from the feast of
St. Joseph until now | have baptized about 200 Gawstians with my own hands? Father
and Mother, are you still unhappy about having seetoff to China? Don't you realize what
blessings you are going to reap on earth and inveeaas well from these 200 new
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Christians?"*® "God saw fit to use even us as His instrumentsthisdis an immense grace
for us as well as for you, my dear parents. Gianks to God. Over and over again pray to
God and to the Blessed Virgin to bless you andj evare importantly, to bless our
efforts."*®

A child of histimes

There can be no doubt that Freinademetz is a diildis times. In comparison to other
peoples not yet arrived at the Christian faith, henner of thinking was conditioned by the
theological vision of the Church as the sole mexdiat eternal salvatiorfNulla salus extra
ecclesiam. " "Outside of the Church there is noatbn."” This is the concept that formed the
foundation of the need for salvation via the~ChurShe alone could be the mediatrix of
eternal salvation. This means that whoever doesenative baptism and does not become an
integral part of the Church, whoever closes hims#lto the Word of God, will never reach
the Kingdom of Heaven. In his farewell sermon atparish church of St. Martin in Badia he
said: "What must | do except kiss His hand, full of joyd aratitude, and say with Sacred
Scripture: '‘Behold, | come." and, like Abraham, atban my father's house, my homeland,
and you my loved ones, and go to the country treat brd will show to me, especially since |
know the misery of the vast majority of these oothers across the sea who, with tears in
their eyes, are holding out their arms to us arehgling for help.?°

So we can say that Joseph Freinademetz showed raenise love for God and for his
neighbor. He takes upon himself the great sacrifit@bandoning homeland, family and
friends."To save one soul would be reason enough for sipmimay an entire lifetime.
That's why there's no time to lose in goingwage war against the devil and against hell, to
tear down the temples of the false gods and imr fflace to erect the wood of the Cross, to
make known to the poor pagans, who are nonethelesbrothers, the love of a crucified
God, of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, of Mary MostyHelc.; if | think of all this | can never
thank God worthily for having led me to Chin&"

Thelove of suffering

He finally arrives in China, the goal of all hissdms. Gradually he begins to distance himself
from his homeland in order to begin to live in tBeinese world. He has his head shaved, he
takes off his European clothes and puts on Chidesss. He throws himself into the study of

the Chinese language, and as soon as he is abiptess himself in halting Chinese he sets
out to visit the many outstations of the missior. $pends weeks walking, from one village

to another, like a sailor going from one littleaistl to another, always on the lookout for a

few Christians.

“Little be little we will try to get to every cornef our mission, -- he will be able to write a
little later -- but we have to be very careful notput too much salt in the soup. Meanwhile,
we send Chinese teachers ahead of us to varioeepl® baptize dying babies and to try to
open up the people to Christianity wherever they. dghey are able to do all of this much
more easily than we; they are Chinese, the peaglleus 'European devils', and at first they
receive us everywhere with a great show of theieststmeanest prejudices.”® The
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catechists, whom Freinademetz céthinese teachersdre the great novelty of the mission.
Freinademetz has no illusions whatsoever that,itdebfs great love for the Chinese, he will
always remain a foreigner. If he did pretty welthtinging his outside to look like a Chinese,
it costs him a great deal of grief and effort t;mgrabout an inner transformation. He really
suffers for the continual misunderstandings andupiees that he has to encounter. The
missionaries are viewed by the simple peoplé/Messtern devils'sources of theevil eye
bringers of sickness and of death. The ideals whe&had harbored as a young priest and his
dreams soon fade away, leaving behind disappoirtgreerd failures. Soon even he begins to
speak and write negatively about the customs, theesn the behavior and the religious
practices of the Chinese. Their celebrations bedomleim “festivals in honor of the devil”

He writes:“It is incomprehensible and very bitter to realidee superficiality of this people
in religious matters. The young missionary comesnfieurope bursting with enthusiasm,
hoping only that at the end of each day his arnisfall exhausted to his sides after so many
baptisms and sermons, and that every year a feve pagodas will be destroyed to make
way for as many churches. But the reality is just bpposite. For the Chinese, the
Europeans are 'the long noses', the devils who cfsoma across the sea. Chinese adults
insult and mock us in public, the little childreanr after us shouting names behind us. It
seems that even the Chinese dogs find a parti@asfaction in chasing us and in barking
at us. One old missionary once said to me: ‘Thesimmary is hated by many, tolerated by a
few, but loved by no one.®

He would have to put up with bitter disappointmeamsl failures. In his letters he vents his
spleen and tells how he can find nothing good i@ @hinese."For us Europeans, the
Chinese have very, very few attractive qualitid§'the missionaries weren't motivated by
very different ideals;they would take off like a shot on the first sbgiting sail for Europe™.
According to Freinademetz, the Chinese is incapabloughts about higher things. He is
incapable of grasping the fact that the missio@y come to China driven by his ideals, and
that he cares for the sick for no other reason tharof love. He points out that the Chinese
are generally indifferent to religious valués.

So why is it that with all the bitterness, the @difiities and the disappointments with the
coldness and the difficult dialogue with the Chmegople, Joseph didn't just get on that first
boat and go straight back to his homeland?

What holds him back and keeps him in China is i Ifor souls. The desire for Heaven
gives Joseph Freinademetz the strength to face erger, to live in the midst of so many
difficulties, dangers and persecutions without liaglaway, but overcoming every test with
great passion. He feels that he is responsibl¢hfosalvation of everyone. He longs for the
salvation of everyone, and for this salvation heeady to face up to any sacrifice and to
throw himself into missionary work without settingy limits.

With a great spirit of faith he plunges into théals and hardships of the "wandering
missionary' in an immense region of China. He tiawm foot or horseback. He visits the
little Christian communities and begins new onesyusting to the native catechists the
instruction of those preparing for baptism. He @ m any rush to baptize, except for an
occasional baby or old person whom he finds in danddeath. His reason for this is that he

4 Fritz Borneman, Giuseppe Freinademetz, Missiondeirbitia, pp. 64-65; cf. Freinademetz, Berichis der
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wants the catechumens to be really tested for @ fiome to see if their will to persevere in
the faith and in Christian living will stand thestef time.

It is precisely his bitter sufferings which givetmgss to his heroic love for Christ and for
souls. Joseph accepts the sufferings and failuitespatience, with courage, and follows the
path God has laid out for him with complete restigmg because it is not enough to preach.
One has to set out and carry the Cross just likeslearried it.

Abandonment to the Will of God.

Another example that Joseph Freinademetz leavesstas precisely that of complete
abandonment to the will of God. It is an abandorintieat is both simple and total. He places
himself in God's hands. Filled with trust in Divileovidence, he leaves his homeland and
sets off as a missionary to bring the good newsabfation and the comfort of the faith.
That's what he can't be afraffon't think that | am afraid. God his here with just as He is
with you and we have need of nothing elé&So he lives in serene joy in the midst of
difficulties, hardships and continuous persecutiohfis missionary life. Joseph made this
abandonment to the will of God a part of his spaitlive even as a young priest and as soon
as he had left his beautiful Badia. That's how umareed up his own interior life in the first
letter that he wrote to his loved ones from StéMy dear family and friends, as | already
told you before leaving, you should not be at allaerned about me. Leave everything to me
- or, rather, to Almighty God If things don't goliyand even if they go very badly, what does
it matter? as long as we always do the will of Himo is above. There is nothing at all on
the earth, on the sea, or in hell itself that Ifexcept sin alone. And for this | pray to the
Lord, that He protect both you and mé™At times he is overcome by the desireé'appear

for even a few hours in the midst of his loved phat", he adds;the Lord does not wish it
and so | do not really wish it either"

"When all's said and done, the duty of the missipimasolely that of rendering testimony to
Jesus Christ before the pagans, of sowing the ggesdl, and then of entrusting himself
completely to the Lord, whether the seed bears &uhot."?2"If only | may do the will of
God!” #° The writer and mystic Divo Barsotti writes of Frademetz"He (Joseph), like all

of the saints, understands that perfection consises conformity to the will of the Lord that
grows more complete every day. To this he contipexhorts his loved ones. This is what he
seeks for himself in prayer. There is in his cqumslence an expression that stands out and
is particularly striking, the one phrase perhapattiechoes the language of the mystics: "Let
us try to maintain patience, and to conform oursslever more to the holy will of God®

Joseph, a man of prayer

The Chinese came to know him as a man of inexHdesgoodness -- open, trusting. They
were attracted by his simplicity, his serenity, gentleness. The testimony which Thomas
Cardinal Tien, SVD, gave in a May 12, 1963 sermothe church of Badia, the saint's home
parish, is well knownFor many years now | have desired to visit the &lamd of your
saintly missionary... | felt obliged to visit yau arder to tell you about him, since | had the
great good fortune to be with him for eight yearble was a perfect missionary, not only
because he had to carry so heavy a cross, butk@sause in his new homeland he became
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all things to all men."Cardinal Tien also told how he remembered him asrg prayerful
man."During my seminary years in Yenchowfu, | met Feifademetz often, because there
was a rule that every Sunday after the High Masshes us was supposed to go to talk to
him. He would first spend some time kneeling inctin@r of the church, and for us who were
able to get a glimpse of him, it was an extraordyn@xperience to be able to watch him pray.
This image of this priest on his knees has indekpigraved itself on my memory. He looked
as if absolutely nothing could distract him in pigyer. He was a great man of prayer ".

Freinademetz knew how to unite prayer and worludtild sometimes happen that he would
remain absorbed in prayer before the tabernacén kte into the night. In all of his letters to
his family and his friends, he never failed to tevihem to pray for him and for his Chinese.
He was aware pf the importance, or rather of treolaibe necessity of prayétit is always
necessary for us to pray much, -- he wrote -fer Without prayer is nothing but the road to
hell. Never forget to pray very much for us and &lir missionaries. For his part, he
recommended his loved ones to the Sacred HeaesokJnd to the Madonna. He prayed for
everyone, every single day, but he also askedth@abthers pray for him. In front of the
immense task that faced the missionaries, hetfelneed to be sustained by his loved ones'
prayers for himself and for all of his companionsthie mission.!'Always pray again and
again to God and to the Blessed Virgin to bles$1batu and our own efforts® “Let us
remember always that this is a time for work andifarfare, and not for repose. Let us serve
God with our whole heart and we will see one ano#ggain in Paradise perhaps even before
we expect.® “1 beg you again and again, help me with your prayand get others to pray
as well, so that God will assist me?

For Joseph Freinademetz, prayer is both nourishfoehis life and a source of joy. The first
two places in his spiritual life are occupied bg thaily Holy Mass and by the prayer of the
breviary. When on his long and tireless missioreeks he never overlooks these two duties.
Even during the times of hardest work, he triesdb aside some time for prayer, praying
either on his knees before the Blessed Sacramemhbite walking up and down. At various
times throughout the course of the day he can ba keeeling for long periods before the
altar, totally absorbed in prayer. It might well $88d that apart from the times that he spends
on other duties, the rest of his time he dedicetggayer. He is a man of prayer. At times he
walks for hours until he finally reaches some platere he can celebrate Holy Mass, often
fasting until well into the day. He feels that peays indispensable for a fruitful apostolate:
"The conversion of China will not occur without rhuprayer, because for the Catholic
missions prayer has the same role as the rain tiathé seed that has been sowir.”

A tireless man

Father Ujop Freinademetz traveled tirelessly frone anission to the other. The sense of
mission was so strong in him that he constantlyewtgd to look after himself in order to be
able to carry out his duties. In a letter to fanofyAug. 13, 1883, he wrotét fear only one
thing: and that is to not carry out my duty as assionary well enough'This anxiety, this
preoccupation drove him to work without rest, todb&ays on the road visiting the Christian
communities, to carry the good news of salvatiod #re comfort of the faith to everyone.
Life was no joke! It is precisely in this that theeatness of our saint lies. For the sake of this
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salvation he had left his homeland as a missioaad/for this he remembered in prayer all
those that he left behind. He remembered them gromé at the altar of his prayer.

I'n conclusion, we can say of St. Joseph Freinademetz:

- He was a man convinced of his faith. The deorethe heroic nature of his virtues says
it in so many words'He lived on faith".His missionary vocation draws its origins from
this profound conviction of the existence of sac¥irtue. In his writings we find the
very beautiful expressiofiOur faith is the shining star that lights up tdark night
of this world."

- He was a man who was obedient to the call of tidekere is nothing more beautiful
and more grand in heaven and on earth than thg Wwal of God."

- He was a zealous and untiring in his missiorzatyvity. "The time that has been given
to us on this earth is for work and for struggd@d not so that we can rest. So let us
serve the Lord with all our heart. We will seee@mother in paradise.”

- He was a man of great goodness, understandinigg kindness and patience. Bishop
Henninghaus said of himBecause of his mild and lovable character, théoavéd out
from him a kind of fascination that conquered hiearts of all who came close to him."

- He was a man who was faithful in times of tegtifihere was no lack of lies spread
about him, persecution, mistreatments, failuresdisappointments. But in the midst of
all these sufferings, Joseph never got discoarage was profoundly convinced that
crosses and trials were, in fact, a blessing fitwen_ord:"Disgrace is a grace. The
Lord does not send us crosses in order to crgshut to sanctify us”

- He was a man of prayéPrayer is our strength, our sword, our consolatiand the
key that opens the gates ofparadides”used to say. He felt that prayer was
indispensable for a fruitful apostolat&he conversion of China will not occur without
much prayer, because for the Catholic missiomy@r has the same role as the rain
has for the seed that has been sowhBishop Henninghaus wrot&rayer was a
vital need for him and the joy of his life."

St. Joseph Freinademetz is one who, at the enti®flite, had reached the highest point
where heaven and earth are one. He is one of usawived at perfection in his relationship
with God. With him we can touch both heaven andheaironce.

Reflections

To set off towards God does not have to mean lgagime's homeland. It simply means
leaving one's own self, freeing one's self fronankd "my', and taking up the cross in order to
be able to understand life as a path towards Gedwhb sets out from the homeland of his
own self, who denies himself, is free to travel n@ghways and will find happiness and a
life that is totally new.

What are the impediments that keep me from dis@oge¢he "pathways' of God and of living
them?

Do | succeed in seeing the stones in my path nigtasiimpediments, but also as stimuli that
can open me up to the omnipresent nearness of Gad? see that even the moments of
crisis can mean a turning to God, and so enrichifiey

36 ¢t. Giacomo Reuter, Giuseppe Freinademetz, p. 36



There is one phrase that Joseph used to repeat 6ftee pagans will be converted only by
the grace of God, and by our own lovéi.fact, "the language of love is the only language
that all can understand{memories p. 99). Freinademetz learned to speaklahiguage of
love. How can the example of St. Joseph Freinadeimetof help to us in acquiring this
disinterested love and this goodness that is alweady to serve?

Joseph Freinademetz knew full well that it is n@d@ut we who have need of prayer. He
never forgot for a moment that our prayer has tdaa not only our own preoccupations and
problems, but above all the preoccupations andptieblems of the others. Praying, we
become the voice of the Church throughout the whaldd - as Joseph Freinademetz was in
China.

- Am | convinced of the power of prayer?
- Do my prayers encompass the problems and tleegupations of the others?
- Do | pray for the Church, for the spread of fii¢h?

Do | try to be sensitive in using well my capadtend my talents, my hopes and successes,
my goals that | have already achieved? To whatnéxte | pay attention to the many needs
of others?

THE ICON OF ST. JOSEPH FREINADEMETZ

- was ‘written' (as the Byzantines say) by Piera&oin the year 2005.
- was donated to St. Joseph's birth house by Mr&a Pezzei (Gran (iasa) from Col fosco.

The icon of St. Joseph Freinademetz was ‘writterddcordance with the canons of the
ancient Byzantine iconographic tradition.
The figure and life of the saint were studied vgthat attention.

The face, which shows great expressiveness, was tiilkm photographs in which Joseph
appears older, and therefore is rich in intengiy @mpassion.

His right hand is raised in blessing and his lafii¢h holds a scroll bearing one of his sayings
in the Ladino languagél'lingaz dl amur a 1'lingaz su the diic cape$tThe language of
love is the only language that all understand"

The 'writing' of this icon was a long and patierdrky accompanied by prayer. The result is
not just a picture, but an ICON, which is not mgralrepresentative portrait, but is much,
much more. An ICON, in fact, reveals to whoevelypriefore it the very presence of the one
who is figured in it, immersed in a divine, goldagit.

Translation: David Streit, SVD
January 25, 2008

10



